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Not only is Dr. Jim Thompson (Whitefish Animal 
Hospital) a great vet, but he also is a fabulous 
writer. Every time he sends an article to me, I’m 
smiling by the end of the 1st paragraph.
Dr. John Miller (Columbia Falls Family Dentistry)
certainly isn’t an “ordinary dentist” as his ad says. 
The level of professionalism from everyone at his 
office surpasses any I’ve ever experienced from 
medical professionals. I also love his tagline, “We 
cater to cowards!” Believe me, they do & they do 
it well. I know first-hand!
Billy Smith (BillyZ Auto Detailing) is not only a 
great guy, but also an amazing professional. 
Anyone who can transform a car from a 
“traveling garbage can” covered with paw prints 
to a “like-new vehicle” is worth a shout-out…
and worth visiting! I also love his appreciation & 
support for veterans.

Mollie Busby (Yoga Hive) does a heck of a lot more 
than run two fabulous yoga studios. She and her 
husband have a great blog (www.TheBusbyHive.
com) that talks about yurt life (yes, they live 
off-grid in a yurt!) and their world-wide travels. 
Mollie is also the Executive Director of “Riding On 
Insulin,” a non-profit that runs mountain bike & 
ski/snowboard camps in 3 countries for kids with 
Type 1 diabetes. (www.ridingoninsulin.org)
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With each issue of 406 Bark I continue to 
meet more truly great people! Since we are a 
complimentary magazine, the support from our 
advertisers makes all of this possible. I really 
hope you, all of our readers, support them in 
return! Following are a few insights on a few of 
our partners I wanted to share.  

406bark
A Lifestyle Magazine for Animal Lovers

The following dining establishments deserve a 
big “woof,” since their patios are dog-friendly. A 
big thanks to McGarry’s Roadhouse, Whitefish 
Handcrafted Spirits & Piggyback BBQ in Whitefish 
and to Kiska’s by the Lake in Bigfork for letting us 
bring our canine buddies to your restaurants. 

Dr. Barbara Calm (Calm Animal Care) is not only 
a huge animal lover, but also a very talented 
musician. Her band, Second Wind (with Jason 
Foy), plays Celtic music from the British Isles. They 
recently performed at The Walking Man Gallery in 
Whitefish during the August Gallery Night. 
(www.SecondWindMontana.com)

A truly big THANKS to ALL of our partners!

Cheers + Chow…Nancy

Whoops…
we forgot to 
include this 

darling photo of 
Judy Bolla’s

Granddaughter 
Kamryn with 

Baily in our last 
“Work Like a 
Dog” story!

So we’re 
sharing now!

Alisia Dawn Photography
www.AlisiaDawnPhotography.com
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k9 university...

Paddle boarding is a fun and rewarding 
activity for both paddler and dog! Within 
an hour of direction and practice, any 
human pack leader can train their dog 
to enjoy the water on a paddleboard 
as a team. Dog trainer, Louise Shye, 
as seen here with her deaf dog Elsa, 
demonstrates how to confidently train 
the concept of paddle boarding in 
8 easy steps. This process should take 
approximately 60 minutes. 

This exercise needs to be controlled. It is recom-
mended to have the dog in a canine life jacket with 
a handle to manage falls. Your dog also needs to 
be on a leash. The environment should be private 
to maintain focus with minimal distractions. The 
human needs to know how to ride a paddleboard! 
Hello! And start with a wide and stable beginner 
board. 

1. Release energy first, train second. Your dog needs 
to be calm and relaxed to learn new things. Always 
exercise your dog for a half hour to release excess 
energy. Some ball play, a good walk or swimming 
will prepare them for a focused training session. 
Treats are always a good motivator to lengthen your 
dog’s attention span.

2. Direction and education. Whenever teaching a 
dog a new concept, the human needs to convey a 
voice of trust and confidence. Never ever speak to a 
dog in a high pitched tone that communicates coax-
ing, negotiating or coddling. These voices will NEV-
ER evoke trust with your dog.  Your voice should be 
of firm direction and even correction. Always hold 
your dog firmly, because when your dog protests 
the new concept (and he will) you need to control 
him firmly and speak directly “Hey, easy there, sit 
tight, no squirming, I have something cool to teach 
you. Trust me.  Clam down and learn from me.” The 
tone should be similar to that used when teaching 
a child to ride a bike for the first time in order to 
convey trust.  

3. Object introduction. Have the paddle board on 
shore near the water and have your dog sit next to 
it.  Place a treat on the paddle board and have your 
dog eat it to attach positive association. 

4. On land board sit. Command your dog to jump on 
the paddleboard with an “up” command and a “sit” 
command. Once your dog is on the board, praise 
him accordingly. 

5. Partial water board sit. Move the paddleboard a 
few inches into the water and repeat Step 4.  Have 
good control of him, use treats as a motivator and 
praise accordingly. If your dog tries to jump off the 
board, use a firm, corrective voice of “no!” and re-
peat Step 4.   

6. Prepare for launch. Once your dog is calmly sit-
ting on the board, slowly push the board out into 
the water while holding your dog firmly in place. 
Continue to use only a direct, firm voice of appre-
ciation “Good job! Way to go!” If your dog squirms, 
hold him more tightly. 

7. You sit on board. In about two feet of water, with 
your dog held in seated position, you sit on the 
board behind him for a few moments and talk con-
fidently to him. 

8. Full stand. Stand up while holding your dog in 
seated position.  Be patient and stay close to shore. 
Begin paddling for short intervals. Practice near 
shore for a while to make sure your dog does not 
become distracted and try to jump off. If he does, 
no worries! Paddle in, pick him up again and with 
enough practice…you and your dog can paddle into 
the sunset!

Louise Shye is available for private in-home dog 
obedience training sessions. (406)309-1900

Randy Bruck, owner of Randy’s Savedog Hidden 
Fence Systems, specializes in containment and 
canine behavioral issues. (406) 249-3143

Train your 
Dog to Ride a Padd leboard

By Randy Bruck & Louise Shye
Photography by Randy Bruck
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Peter, now a resident of Polson, moved to 
Jackson, Wyoming in 1990 and has been 
practicing medicine for over 30 years. He is a 
highly respected orthopedic surgeon and was 
known in Jackson as “the knee guy.” A tragic 
personal loss changed the direction of his life, 
taking him from physician to animal-rescuer. 
Peter’s beloved and beautiful wife Meg passed 
away unexpectedly in 2012 from cardiac arrest. 
They had been together for 3 years, married for 
2 months and also worked together in Peter’s 
practice where Meg was a massage therapist. 
He decided to leave his practice about 4 months 
after losing his wife, as it was just too difficult 
going to the office they had shared. 

Peter has been a licensed pilot since the age of 
16 and owned a Cessna 206 6-seater airplane. 
Prior to his departure from medicine, he flew a 
few Golden Retrievers from a rescue in Idaho 
Falls to Steamboat Springs, Colorado for a 

patient of his. He also did a few flights at this 
time for Pilots N’ Paws. Following these flights, 
he decided that helping to rescue animals 
would be his new mission…with assistance 
from Doyle, the black Lab he and Meg had 
rescued 6 years ago. Hence, the beginning of 
DIMC whose main criteria is “all dogs must 
come from a kill shelter and go to a non-kill 
shelter.” There are 8 million animals at risk to 
be euthanized each year and approximately 4 
million are euthanized. “These are the ones we 
help,” Peter stated.

They initially worked with Lindsey Goldring, 
who was deeply involved with an animal 
rescue group in Jackson. She introduced Peter 
and Judy to Marti Watts with the San Francisco 
Humane Society, hoping they could collaborate. 
However, it turned out that the San Francisco 
Humane Society was a no-kill shelter. Wanting 
to help other animals, Marti put DIMC in 

touch with Sharon Lohman, a woman who is 
actively involved in rescue in Merced, a town 
located in the Central Valley in California about 
100 miles east of San Francisco. Peter said, 
“Merced is a real sh##t hole, and there was a 
94% euthanization rate at that time at the local 
shelter.” So Peter told Sharon that they’d do 
flights for them and bring the animals to no-
kill shelters in the Northwest. The seats were 
pulled out of his Cessna, and Peter began flying 
to Merced once a week, pick up 30 to 40 dogs 
and off he’d go.

Judy and Peter developed a formula to increase 
the efficiencies of their rescue efforts. They 
determined that every flight hour needed 3 
animals to be financially efficient. So for a 5 
hour flight, 15 animals were needed; and the 
cost per animal per flight averaged around 
$75. In the beginning Peter was flying about 
400 hours a year. His goal was to get a larger 
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By Nancy Dewar 
Sponsored by Dave & Courtney Gamble 
of Standing Heart Ranch (Whitefish)
Imagine taking a flight accompanied by 125 
dogs in the main cabin! And imagine doing 
this nearly every week for a few days at a 
time! Well, Dr. Peter Rork, founder of Dog 
Is My CoPilot, does just that and has saved 
thousands of dogs from being euthanized. 
Dog Is My CoPilot, Inc. (DIMC) is a 501(c)3 
approved non-profit whose mission is to 
decrease the number of animals killed in 
shelters and increase shelter adoption by 
flying groups of animals to areas where they 
are more adoptable. DIMC was created in 
2012 by Peter and his friend, Judy Zimet, an 
attorney from Scottsdale. To date, they have 
flown over 5,000 animals to safe refuge.

Co-
Pilot

Dog 
is My
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aircraft with all-weather capability so he could 
fly more animals and fly more often. He found 
the perfect plane in Canada, a Cessna Grand 
Caravan. It wasn’t pretty, but it didn’t have to be! 
Peter took a $1 million loan out on his house to 
pay for it, and in turn loaned the money to DIMC. 
He explained, “This is what we needed to get to 
the next step.”

They removed the 14 passenger seats, and the 
plane could carry up to 125 animals. However, 
Judy and Peter now found themselves facing 
a new subset of problems. As Peter explained, 
“We used to pick-up, load and deliver around 30 
animals per flight with no mix-ups. Now there 
were 125 dogs that needed 3 to 5 receiving 
organizations. It was like a goat rodeo…peeing 
and pooping all over in wire crates. And we 
found new ways to screw it up with each flight!”

Another unforeseen challenge with the new 
aircraft was weight and balance, which needs 
to be equal. Before they flew mainly kittens 
and Chihuahuas. Now they were able to fly any 
size of dog, and big dogs that weigh more have 
to be placed at the front of the plane regardless 
of their destination. Since the plane is packed 
with crates side to side, this means that they 
have to unload the plane at every stop and then 
reload it. Another challenge is having people to 
help unload at the receiving end. He told me of 
a recent trip from Stockton to Seattle where he 
arrived with 60 dogs only to find 2 women there 
to help unload. Fortunately, his daughter Taylor, 
who lives in Seattle, kicked in to help!

The cost to operate the new plane is $500 per 
hour (vs. $225), but the cost per animal is now 
down to $50 as they can transport more per 
flight. Their biggest struggle is financial. With 
a 501(c)3, one-third of the income must come 
from outside sources or the government will 
consider it a hobby. Fifty percent of their funds 
currently come from the outside. However, 
funds are always needed, especially for the 
organization to grow. Their “Squadron Program” 
offers an easy giving option with donations 
automatically deducted monthly. You can find 
other options to support DIMC on their website.

All animals are flown at absolutely no cost to the 
shelters. Their flight routes currently cover the 
Rocky Mountain and Pacific regions including 
Montana. DIMC is always looking for new 
receiving shelters that can take a minimum of 
10 animals. Peter’s partner, Judy Zimet, does 
all of the shelter vetting and coordination of 
paperwork for every flight, as all of the animals 
need to be accounted for. Most trips last 
around 4 days, and Peter laughed about the 
number of points he’s accumulating with the 
Holiday Inn Express!

What an amazing cause. I think Peter’s ending 
words say it all. “There are lots of silver linings. 
We recently flew No. 5,000, and we’ll do this year 
what we did in the first 3 years total. As of the 
end of May, we had flown the same number that 
we’d flown in all of 2015. When I started Dog Is 
My CoPilot, I committed to it for 10 years. I’m 

now 4 years into it and have saved a hell of a lot 
of animals…but there are many more to save.”

Peter said that he is most relaxed when he is 
flying. It sounds like the dogs may be too! “The 
dogs are barking like crazy while we’re loading 
them but settle down as soon as the engine 
starts.” They truly ARE the pilot’s co-pilots…and 
perhaps relax upon take-off knowing they are 
safe, sound and flying off to a better life with love 
and caring in their future…thanks to Peter Rork 
and Judy Zimet.

r e scue 

“All animals are flown at absolutely no cost to the shelters. 

DIMC is always looking for new receiving shelters that 

can take a minimum of 10 animals.”

Dave & Courtney Gamble are enormous 
advocates of animal welfare and rescue. 
Over their 25 years of marriage, they have 
had 14+ dogs (many of them rescues) and 
several rescue cats. 28 creatures currently 
reside at Standing Heart Ranch, which 
is well known for Dave’s horsemanship 
clinics. That number is likely to increase, 
as more “rescues” are sure to find them 
as they always have. If you are interested 
in private or group horsemanship lessons 
(any skill level or discipline), contact Dave 
at 406-220-2534.

THaNKS FOR yOuR SuPPORT & RESCuE 
EFFORTS, DavE & COuRTNEy…aND FOR 

SPONSORING THIS STORy.
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Your Pets Are What They Eat
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By Dr. Carsyn Beach, DVM (Countryside Animal Clinic)

as we all try to find the most healthful 
diet, we often find ourselves caught up 
on fad diets such as the Paleo, South 
Beach, atkins and Mediterranean diets. 
Information available is often confusing, 
and it is even more so when looking for 
diets for our pets. Here are some tips on 
choosing your pet’s food—plus a look at 
some common misconceptions.

The top items to look for when searching on your own for pet 
food are the following: seek established reputable compa-
nies, use companies that have their own manufacturing fa-
cility (have their own phone number on the label), and choose 
foods that meet AAFCO (Association of American Feed Con-
trol Officials) feeding trials (on the label). These guidelines 
will help narrow down the best foods for your pet. Also, many 
companies offer “all life stages” foods, but these often do not 
take into account the differing nutritional needs of growing 
puppies versus senior dogs and are not recommended. 

Some people believe that home-cooked diets are safer, more 
natural or more healthful than a commercially available diet. 
However, these diets are likely to be nutritionally inadequate 
and unbalanced or use potentially pet-toxic ingredients. Gar-
lic, onions, grapes and raisins are a few pet-toxic ingredients. 
Many recipes are available online or in books, but these may 
not be well-researched. If you do choose to prepare home-
cooked diets, it is important to consult with a board-certified 
veterinary nutritionist. It is also important to note that cats 
must eat meat, and often get very ill if their diets lack meat. 
“Balance It” through the University of California-Davis offers 
consultation and free recipe ideas 
(https://secure.balanceit.com/).

Debunking Common Myths 
and Misconceptions
People often pass up foods containing animal byproducts. 
These byproducts contain clean parts of slaughtered mam-
mals (i.e. liver, lungs, heart, spleen, kidneys and tripe). Though 
these parts may not seem particularly appetizing for us, they 
are the crème de la crème to our pets. Also, the protein qual-
ity of byproducts is often better than that from muscle meat 
alone. Byproducts are excellent sources of energy, vitamins 
and minerals.

“Meal” is also commonly misunderstood. In processing meal, 
water and fat are removed from the meat. In other words, 
meal is a very digestible source of concentrated protein. As 
with all ingredients, the origin determines the quality: ‘whole 
meat’ can be of the same quality as ‘meat meal.’



Contrary to popular belief, most pets who are 
allergic to their food usually have an intolerance 
to beef, soy or dairy, rather than an allergy to 
grain. Grains (corn, wheat) are excellent high-
ly-digestible sources of quality carbohydrates, 
vitamins, minerals and fiber (= “nutrients”).  
Grain-free diets substitute potato or tapioca, 
which contribute fewer nutrients and are hard-
er to digest than grains. Corn is not a low-qual-
ity “filler,” but is in fact a high-quality source of 
every nutrient needed by your pet.

Raw or B.A.R.F. (Biologically Appropriate Raw 
Foods) diets are believed to mimic what cats 
and dogs eat ‘in the wild’. There is no scientific 
evidence that feeding a raw versus conventional 
diet is any better for your pet’s health. In fact, 
there is ample evidence that shows these diets 
are often unbalanced, leading to nutritional 
deficiencies and illness. There is also a high risk 
of contamination of raw foods with dangerous 
bacteria such as Salmonella that may cause seri-
ous illness in pets and owners. 

Gastrointestinal problems and injury from 
bones also can occur with these diets. The 
American Veterinary Medical Association 
(AVMA), American Animal Hospital Associa-
tion (AAHA) and Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) do not support the use of the raw diet.

Holistic or natural foods have no definition, no 
standards established by AAFCO, and thus have 
no regulation. The United States Department of 
Agriculture is developing regulations for which 
types of synthetic additives (i.e. vitamins) may 

be used in pet foods labeled as ‘organic.’ How-
ever, their definition of ‘organic’ refers to the 
process of food-making rather than quality of 
ingredients, and flax seeds are often used in-
stead of marine plants or fish for fatty acid 
sources (fatty acids improve health, skin, and 
joints). Flax seeds do not actually contain fatty 
acids; instead, they contain a precursor which is 
very inefficient for pets to convert and use.

Dr. Carsyn Beach, Countryside Animal Clinic

Here are 
some tips 

on choosing 
your pet’s 

food...

Though the options for pet foods seem endless, your veterinarian is always 
willing to discuss the best nutrition recommendations for your pet. You can find 
more information at the following links:

The Ohio State University's Nutritional Support Service has information on body 
condition, myths, choosing food, home-made diet and more. 
(www.vet.osu.edu/vmc/companion/our-services/nutrition-support-service) 

The Pet Nutrition Alliance has a great FAQ pages, calorie calculator and a 
wealth of other nutritional information. (www.petnutritionalliance.org/)

The FDA ‘s “Reading Pet Food Labels” page explains the different components 
of labels. (www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/ResourcesforYou/ucm047113.htm)

406bark august-september  9
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Doggie Dayz
The 2nd annual Doggie Dayz will be held on 
Saturday, September 17th from 11:00 to 3:00 
at Lawrence Park in Kalispell. This fun family 
event will help raise money for Paws to Play, a 
non-profit group dedicated to creating a leash-
free dog park in Kalispell. There will be vendor 
booths, food, fun dog competitions and lots of 
barking going on. Parkside Credit Union and Ka-
lispell Parks & Recreation are this year’s premier 
sponsors. If you’re interested in getting involved, 
there are four primary sponsorship levels…from 
the “Dachshund Sponsorship” for $100…up to 
the “Great Dane Sponsorship” for $600! If you’d 
like to volunteer to help out, you can do so easily 
on their secure online sign-up link. (www.signup.
com/go/mukpZW) (www.pawstoplay.org)

Film Festival for 
Horse Lovers
An international group of equine filmmakers and 
horse enthusiasts will gather in Missoula Sep-
tember 18-20 to watch some of the world’s best 
horse films at the 1st annual Equus International 
Film Festival. The mission of this film festival and 
conference is education and understanding to 

enhance the equine/human bond & to improve 
the welfare of the horse and other equines. Fri-
day’s films will focus on horses in Native Ameri-
can life with some incredible stories. The festival 
will also feature films on many issues including 
the controversy over wild horses on federal lands 
and horses as therapy animals for war veterans. 
Founder Janet Rose is a former television jour-
nalist, avid horsewoman and passionate about 
equine welfare & wildlife conservation. She cur-
rently is the Senior Director of Development for 
the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium and spends 
her time between Pittsburgh and Missoula. Visit 
their website for ticket information. 
(www.equusinternationalfilmfestival.com)

Trap-Free Public Lands
A big shout-out to all who helped get the Trap-
Free Public Lands I-177 Initiative on the Novem-
ber ballot by a big margin. 24,000 qualified signa-
tures were needed, and they ended up with over 
34,000! Montanans for Trap-Free Public Lands is 
a grass-roots group of statewide volunteers who 
are working tirelessly to end trapping on public 
lands. Details on how to get involved or make a 
donation can be found on their website. 
(www.montanatrapfree.org)

The Event at Rebecca Farm
Nearly $120,000 was raised for Halt Cancer at X at 
this year's Event at Rebecca Farm, almost double 
from last year! Halt Cancer at X is the fundraising 
campaign created by Sarah Broussard in 2012 in 
memory of her Mother, Becky Broussard. The 
name comes from the dressage test where the 
first movement is for the rider to halt the at the 
X, a station marked in the arena. A big salute to 
everyone who made The Event possible, and 
a big salute to Sarah for her commitment in 
helping to find a cure for breast cancer.

An Artist Worth 
Woofing About
Kalispell artist Brooke Nelson taught high school 
for 31 years and now is a faculty member of 
the Flathead Valley Community College Art 
Department where she teaches part time. She 
is an enormous dog lover, and many of you 
may know her (and her Bearded Collie “Scout”) 
from the dog park! We love Brooke’s fun style…
abstracts done in vibrant colors accentuated 
with bold black lines. She uses acrylic on canvas 
and creates custom paintings from photographs. 
Contact Brooke for more info on her custom 
work. (brookejnelson@hotmail.com)

fun 
things 

to 
bark 
About

Film Festival for Horse Lovers

Doggie Dayz

Kalispell Artist Brooke Nelson
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Wine & Bitch

out and about

Luxury Unleashed

Wine & Bitch
If you’re looking for a fun getaway this fall, don’t 
miss the 8th annual Wine & Bitch dinner on 
Saturday, September 24th at The Resort at Paws 
Up in Greenough, located 26 miles northeast of 
Missoula. Before dinner take your pup through the 
pet expo for a dog massage, a visit to the photo 
booth and don’t miss the agility demonstrations. 
Then enjoy a gourmet feast complete with 
fine wine pairings from Montana Winery and 
scrumptious treats to slide under the table! On 
Sunday the resort is hosting their annual Canine 
Classic, a six-footed competition (you & your 
dog) that will take you over rocks, along streams 
and through beautiful trails. This event includes 
a 2-mile, 5-mile or chip-timed half-marathon. A 
gourmet barbecue will be served after. Proceeds 
from both events are donated to the Humane 
Society of Western Montana. Over $200,000 
has been raised by these events over the last 7 
years. For ticket and registration details, visit their 
website. (www.pawsup.com)

It’s Spaw-Time
Here’s some fun news for canines and kitties who 
love to be pampered. Christie Becker, owner of 
Critter Corral Grooming, is opening a new resort 
& spa this October, and it’s going to be beyond-
fabulous! Glacier K9 Resort & Spa is located on 

the east side of Highway 93 midway between 
Kalispell and Whitefish across from the Majestic 
Valley Arena, and nothing has been spared in the 
extensive renovation. Christie and her husband, 
Jake, have been researching luxury pet spas for 
years in order to create the very best. Their resort 
will offer grooming, retail, daycare and boarding. 
Guests may select from an array of suites, all 
featuring glass doors and some with windows and 
heated floors! They can play with their buddies in 
the 1,000 square foot playroom or romp outside 
in the 5,000 square footed enclosed area…all 
leash free. If your pup is more interested in simply 
lounging around, they’ll probably love the living 
room complete with a TV. There’s also a special 
suite for cats. (www.glacierk9.com)

      
Luxury Unleashed
While we’re on the subject of luxury, check out 
Montana-based Shannon Heggem’s website, 
Luxury Unleashed. Shannon is a luxury pet lifestyle 
expert who designs custom canine living spaces 
that showcases your pet’s own personality! Her 
own dog, Gigi the Chihuahua, is the ulti-mutt dog 
diva. So her room is an entire closet, showcasing 
her fashion sense. Okay, this really is a bit over 
the top, but the video tour of Gigi’s closet is worth 
seeing…if you need a good chuckle. 
(www.unleashingtheluxury.com)

Twindog
A relatively new free app, described as “the Tinder 
for dog lovers,” helps humans find their pawfect 
mate with a little help from their pooch! Simply 
browse through photos of pooches & their peeps 
in your area and then select those you think might 
be worth a doggie date. Users begin by selecting 
the criteria for who they want to meet and by 
adding a profile for their pet. The app uses the 
phone's GPS location to scan for nearby matches 
and a list of profiles will appear. Swiping left rejects 
a profile and swiping right expresses an interest. If 
both users swipe right, then it's a match and the 
new friends can chat to learn more or arrange a 
meet-up! (www.twindog.co)

Harry & Snowman
This long awaited movie will be released in 
selected US theaters at the end of September and 
will be available on DVD by the end of the year. 
IndieWire describes the movie as “a cinematic 
bouquet to the world…it simply has to be seen.” 
It is a true story about a Dutch immigrant, Harry 
deLayer, who paid $80 to rescue a broken down 
Amish plow horse from slaughter. In less than 
2 years they went on to win the triple crown of 
show jumping, beating the nation’s blue bloods. 
The movie is based on the book “The Eighty-Dollar 
Champion” by Elizabeth Letts…a truly wonderful 
read. (www.harryandsnowman.com)

Harry & Snowman
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a day 
with Jack 
Hanna…

By Nancy Dewar
Photography by Alisia Dawn Photography

Jack Hanna is well known as a Tv personality and 
a passionate wildlife expert and conservationist. 
He and his wife, Suzi, are also very actively 
involved in many humanitarian efforts, a fact 
that is probably less well known. They spend part 
of the year at their home on Flathead Lake near 
Bigfork. Prior to moving to Northwest Montana, 
they had spent several years at their small cabin 
in Nye near yellowstone. Jack first saw Glacier 
on a trip to Libby 21 years ago. That trip cinched 
their move. Talking about our special valley, 
Jack said, “This is the most gorgeous place in 
the world.”

The Hannas also have a farm near Bigfork. The primary pur-
pose of the farm is to support organizations that are near to 
their hearts. The cabins on the property were all built for char-
ity and are used to raise money (through fundraising auctions, 
etc.) for the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium’s conservation efforts, 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital in Columbus, Ohio, the East Texas Angel Network and 
many more. The Hannas purchased the property in 1998 from 
the Averril family, and it’s been a work in progress ever since. 
 
When we arrived we were greeted by Jack and Suzi, their 
daughter Kathaleen who had flown in from London the night 
before with her 2 children (11-year old Gabriella & 9-year old 
Jack) as well as some departing guests who were heading to 
British Columbia. There was lots of chatting, laughing and hug-
ging going on…as the Hannas are truly wonderful, warm, fun 
and welcoming! 
 
We started our tour with a trip to meet the goats. When I asked 
Jack what kind of goats they are, he laughed and said, “I don’t 
know!” Well, let’s just call them spunky and hungry goats, as 
they climbed, clamored and vied for the best feeding positions 
from the Hanna clan with a bit of head-butting going on too. 
From there we met the 4 new alpacas. Kathaleen’s daughter, 
Gabriella, turned out to be quite the “Alpaca Whisperer!” These 
adorable little creatures swarmed around her…even offering 
her a few kisses. “What’s going on here,” Jack asked. “They nev-
er even come near me!”

In the Dog’s House
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The newest cabin on the property is a replica 
of an authentic early 1900’s cabin, and it 
was installed at the farm, rather than built 
there, in late June. The cabin was built by 
Cavco, a Phoenix-based company that is one 
of the largest producers of manufactured 
housing, park models and cabin vacation 
homes in the US and of which Jack is a Board 
member. After the structure was complete, 
it was shipped to Paso Robles, California 
for exterior finishes by a company that also 
does design work for Disney. It arrived in 
Montana via 2 trucks and was set up and 
livable in 42 hours! Charming in every detail, 
the interior shower even has a glass door 
that leads directly to the outdoor shower. 
The outdoor shower door is split so one 
may open the top for amazing views while 
showering. The railing, fencing and base of 
the cabin were done by local builder Randy 
Baker and craftsman, Terry Schamber, built 
the outdoor shower and did the landscaping. 
Terry, along with his wife Pam, have helped 
to transform the entire farm with their 
expertise and attention to detail.
 
The other newest cabin addition to the farm 
was formerly a working barn that housed 
goats and cows. Jack and Suzi converted it 
into a charming, cozy cabin 1 ½ years ago. 
Randy Baker built the cabin, using some of 
the original barn wood for the kitchen. One 
of the oldest treasures at the farm is the 
1950’s tractor that came from Jack’s family 

farm outside of Knoxville, TN. Jack told us, 
“The tractor was the only thing I wanted 
from my Dad’s farm. It means more to me 
than anything else here.”

All of the plants and flowers at the farm 
are grown in the greenhouse or in the 
large, beautiful garden that is dedicated to 
the Hanna’s last two dogs. Cec Egdorf is in 
charge of all of the horticulture activities, but 
gardening is one of Suzi’s true passions and 
gifts too! The sign over the garden’s entrance 
reads, “FOR ALL THEIR UNCONDITIONAL 
LOVE - We Dedicate This Garden to Brass 
and Tasha – June, 2012.” Brass was Jack and 
Suzi’s beloved Golden Retriever, and Tasha 
was their beloved yellow Lab. When chatting 
about their dogs, Suzi said, “This is the first 
time in 47 years we haven’t had a dog. It’s 
difficult with our travel schedule, but we’ll 
certainly have another one of these days.”
 
The Hannas’ primary home is located on the 
property of the Columbus Zoo where Jack 
was the Director from 1978 to 1992. He now 
serves as Director Emeritus of the Columbus 
Zoo and Aquarium and continues to produce 
his 2 television shows; Jack Hanna’s into the 
Wild and Jack Hanna’s Wild Countdown. 
Filming these series takes them all over the 
world. They will be traveling to Africa this fall 
to film in Tanzania and Rwanda. Next spring 
they will be off to Belize and Costa Rica. Suzi 
told me that they usually film about 5 to 7 

in the dog's house   

The Hannas also have a farm near Bigfork. 
The primary purpose of the farm is to support 
organizations that are near to their hearts. The 
cabins on the property were all built for charity 

and are used to raise money.



shows per shoot and the days are long. “We 
go out on game drives early morning and at 
dusk. It’s cooler then, more animals are out 
and those are the best time for game sight-
ings,” she explained. 
 
In addition to Ohio and Montana, Jack and 
Suzi spend a portion of each year at their 
home in Rwanda. Their love of this African 
country began when Jack and the Colum-
bus Zoo started a grass roots organiza-
tion (Partners In Conservation) in 1991 to 
benefit mountain gorillas that was spear-
headed by Charlene Jendry, then a gorilla 
zookeeper at the Columbus Zoo. Mountain 
gorillas, an endangered species, are found 
in two separate African locations: the 
Virunga range of extinct volcanic moun-
tains on the borders of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC), Rwanda and 
Uganda, and in the Bwindi Impenetrable 
National Park in Uganda. As we chatted 

Jack said, “The mountain gorillas took me 
to Rwanda, and the people there are now 
very much involved. The animal world has 
led me to help the people world. We’ve 
learned that you have to take care of the 
people world to take care of their animal 
neighbors.”
 
I’d say he and Suzi are doing all of this…
taking care of the people world and the 
animal world…in extraordinary ways 
with incredible passion, commitment and 
humility. What a gift to have met them, 
their beautiful daughter Kathaleen (one of 
three!) and adorable grandchildren (two of 
six!). Thank you so much for your time…
and your strong support of important pro-
grams here in the Flathead and all around 
the world! 
 
Visit www.jackhanna.com to learn 
more about Jack & his family.
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Kathaleen’s daughter, Gabriella, turned out to be 

quite the “Alpaca Whisperer!” These adorable little 

creatures swarmed around her…even offering her a 

few kisses. “What’s going on here,” Jack asked. 

“They never even come near me!”
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Charlene grew up on a farm in Whitefish 
and knew she wanted to become a vet in 
high school. While feeding their horses one 
morning, an old mare came up with a stick 
protruding out of her side. She stayed home 
from school that day to meet veterinarian Dr. 
Doug Hammill, who came out to tend to the 
mare. Charlene told me, “I was very shy, and 
with sweating palms I asked him about vet 
school. He invited me to ride to Eureka with 
him that day to see what being a vet was all 
about. My Mother said that when I got home 
that night, I was so excited and couldn’t stop 
talking about it!”

She was hooked from that day on and worked 
out a deal with the school principal to miss 
school one day a week so she could join Dr. 
Hammill on his weekly trip to Eureka. “I really 
got away with a lot,” Charlene said. “I had a 
ball and knew I wanted to do this!” She began 
working with Dr. Hammill in high school and 
their friendship continues to this day. 

Charlene studied pre-vet for 3 years at Bozeman 
and worked at the vet clinic each summer. One 
time when her Mother came to visit, she gave 
her a check for $100 from Dr. Hammill. “It was 
like $10,000 to me at that time!” She carried 

18 to 20 credit hours each quarter, applied to 
vet school at Colorado State University in Fort 
Collins and was accepted immediately with a 
scholarship. “I think what really helped is the 
fact that Dr. Hammill had me keep a daily log 
of the main things I’d do and see each day. The 
school knew I had a lot of amazing time working 
with animals behind me,” she explained.

Following her graduation from vet school in 
1983, Dr. Hammill basically turned his practice 
over to Charlene, and she officially bought it from 
him in 1986. Ashley Creek is one of the oldest 
animal clinics in the Valley. When Charlene took 
it over their focus was mainly small animals and 
horses. Then they fell into llamas. “It was at the 
time when llamas were just getting popular here 
and more people were interested in them. Since 
I was relatively new, other vets with full client 
rosters referred their llama clients to me. So I 
sort of just fell into being the llama and alpaca 
expert in the Valley!”

Charlene and her husband of 36 years, Attorney 
Tom Esch, live in Foys Canyon with their 3 hors-
es, 1 cat and Toby, a 3-year-old Schnauzer. Their 
24-year-old son, Logan, is married and lives in 
Helena. Charlene laughed when she told me that 
Tom often says, “My night job is a reluctant vet 
assistant!” Though Charlene sold the clinic to 
Michele Binstock and Shelly Lombardi last Au-
gust, she remains a committed team member.

Dr. Becky Jessup moved here in 2008 from 
Escondido, California and joined Ashley 
Creek Animal Clinic that year. Her husband, 
Scott Smiley, is also a veterinarian and 
owns Smiley Vet Service, a mobile practice 
that makes house calls throughout the Val-
ley. They have two boys, ages 4 & 6, and a 
spunky Border Collie named Hermes. Becky 
also works at the Flathead Pet Emergency 
hospital every other Sunday.

Becky received her Animal Science degree from 
Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, California. She said 
there were over 400 students in the pre-vet pro-
gram when she started and only 5 to 6 of the 
group made it into vet school. Upon graduating 
she really wanted to travel, didn’t really want 
to do anymore school, but really wanted to be 
a vet! “There was nothing else I wanted to do 
more,” she said. She decided to combine her two 
passions and applied to St. George’s University 
of Medicine, a private international university 
located in Grenada, West Indies.

Becky spent her first 3 years of vet school at St. 
George’s, which is accredited and equivalent 
to the same education in the US. Most of the 
professors were from the US or UK, and there 
were students from all over the world. She said 

Animal Lover’s Profile
By Nancy Dewar

Dr. Charlene Esch and Dr. Becky Jessup

Veterinarians Dr. Charlene Esch and Dr. Becky Jessup work together at 
Ashley Creek Animal Clinic in Kalispell. Both are enormous animal lovers, 
and it was interesting that they both told me that “solving puzzles” is one 
of the big aspects they love about their profession. 



the island is amazingly beautiful and was a perfect place to get 
her “travel fix.” She transferred to Washington State University 
for her final year of vet school, which is where she met her 
husband. 

When asked what she loves most about her profession, Becky 
said, “I love medicine. You work on a case and try to solve it like 
a puzzle. It’s different every day. Even if you have a planned 
schedule, that doesn’t mean it’s going to happen.”

With two vets in the family and two young children, the Smi-
ley’s life is busy and hectic. Becky and Scott have created a 
weekly ritual of a “date morning.” Every Tuesday she goes on 
calls with Scott to help him out with his cases! “It’s our qual-
ity time together. The kids are in pre-school that day, and it’s 
our day off,” she laughingly explained. When I asked if she and 
Scott competed with each other, she replied “Not really. I don’t 
work on sheep, pigs, cows and other large livestock. My focus 
is really on dogs and cats.”

Another passion of Becky’s is agility. When she got her Border 
Collie, Hermes, she knew that he needed a job. “It was either 
agility or a flock of sheep. I decided that agility would be the 
better choice!” She is the Treasurer of TAG (The Agility Group) 
in Kalispell and does some agility competitions when her 
schedule permits.

Ashley Creek Animal Clinic has been providing quality care to 
animals in the Flathead for 45 years, both at their clinic as well 
as making farm calls. New owner, Michele Binstock, has a long 
association with the clinic. She and Dr. Esch worked at the 
clinic together for 14 years, where Michelle was a vet tech. Dr. 
Doug Hammill (Doc Hammill) resides in St. Ignatius and has 
been conducting horsemanship clinics for years. After sell-
ing his practice to Dr. Esch, he’s dedicated his life to bringing 
“gentle horsemanship” (his term for natural horsemanship) 
to people and especially the draft horse world through his 
writing, workshops and clinics around the country. 

With two vets in the family and two young 

children, the Smiley’s life is busy and hectic. 

Becky and Scott have created a weekly ritual of  

a “date morning.” Every Tuesday she goes on 

calls with Scott to help him out with his cases! 
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great gear + goods to go fetch…

Dress the Part
Let your dog strut their stuff decked 
out in Grizz or Bobcat attire…and be 
the top-dog at your tailgate party. 
(Available on Amazon)
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Favorite Watering Holes…
Whoops…Bowls
Since drinking usually goes along with 
game day, don’t forget a traveling bowl for 
your canine buddy. These are a few of our 
favs!  (www.hollyaiken.com) 
(www.planetdog.com) 

Keep-Cool
We think this is probably the coolest cooler ever! 
Nothing says “Tailgate” like a blender, music, drinks 
& food. This cooler has it all covered. Well…you do 
have to bring the drinks & the food!  
(www.coolest.com)
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Chill-Out
Don’t forget to bring along something 
comfortable for your dog to chill-out 
on! These “Chill Pads” from Pet Play 
are perfect for game day or any day. 
(www.petplay.com)
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The Whitefish Equestrian Center hosted two Hunter Jumper events this summer. The venue, 
recognized by the Montana Hunter Jumper Association, is beautiful and owners’ Amy & Kirk 
Erickson were thrilled to welcome participants from Canada, Washington, Oregon, Idaho and 
Montana, of course! Their next Hunter Jumper competition will be held on September 3rd & 4th. 
They also have a stunning event center…perfect for parties and weddings. 
(www.whitefishequestriancenter.com)
 

Happenings  &  events around tHe  valley
Summer Hunter JumperS…

society tails 

Summer Water DogS…
Dogs in the Valley are as lucky as we peeps to be able to enjoy all of our wonderful lakes & 
rivers. Thanks to Paddlefish Sports for sharing a few photos of canines having a pawsitively 
wonderful time on the water!



20 www.406bark .com

Who are you?  Steuart & Rachel Dickinson 
Steuart is originally from Chapel Hill, NC and I’m 
originally from Litchfield, CT.  Steuart moved to 
Missoula in 2001 with a friend and quickly fell in 
love with his new home. I went to the University 
of Maine. During my senior year, I got a call from 
a friend asking if I wanted to move out West. "Sure, 
why not!" I answered, and with that I headed to 
Missoula. Both of the friends we moved with (Kyle 
and Meghan) were at our wedding. Missoula still 
holds a special place in our hearts as it's a place where 
we both lived, grew and learned so much.
Sampson, our 8-year-old black Lab, is from Victor, 
Montana. We adopted Zephyr from Thompson River 
Animal Care Shelter. She is a 7-year-old Chow/
Aussie/Heeler/Lab mix.

How did you meet? 
We met at The Golden Rose in Missoula through 
a mutual friend. Our friendship bloomed from 
late night dance parties with friends, to rafting trips 
and romantic homemade dinners (cooked by Steu, 
as  my specialties consisted of mac & cheese and 
cheesy beans-my own invention). I didn't have a dog 

at the time, though Steuart had an adorable puppy 
(Sampson) for me to walk whenever I wanted. 

The Proposal?
Steuart proposed on Christmas day. He put the ring in 
the bottom of his stocking and casually played it off as 
if he was so tired on Christmas eve, that he put a little 
gift for me in the wrong stocking. I was convinced it 
was a joke, as if he'd wrapped a cat toy in a ring box. 
Even when I opened it and saw the ring, it took me 
a while to realize that it was the real deal. Steuart de-
signed the ring himself with old family diamonds and 
purple sapphires (purple is my favorite color).

 What is love?
Love is unconditional. It is trust, respect, caring and 
knowing that someone is there for you no  matter 
what. It is facing life's difficulties together while hold-
ing hands. Love is constant inspiration, encourage-
ment and as far as Steuart and I are concerned…lots 
of laughter, fun and adventure. Love is our little fam-
ily and how we have the deepest appreciation for each 
other (even the cat). 

What do you love most about your dogs?
Zephyr seems to have the world figured out, and she 
always knows how we're feeling. She can read both of 
us like a book. Zephyr is always up for any challenge 
whether it's a paddle boarding, running an agility 
course or being featured as Miss March while balanc-
ing a donut on her head for the Humane Society of 
Truckee-Tahoe calendar. She's also incredibly helpful 
around the house, as she knows how to put her toys 
away and bring  recyclables to the bin. Zephyr  in-
spired me to become a CPDT (Certified Professional 
Dog Trainer) and is always eager to be my 'stunt dog' 
for classes and presentations. Sampson is an eter-
nal puppy, always happy and playful. His goofiness 
is never-ending, and he's always up for a good cuddle. 
He has no clue that he's 80 lbs. and always brings you 
a toy before he tries to sit in your lap. 
Sampson and Zephyr are like two peas in a pod. 
Their bond is closer than any other pair of dogs I've 
ever seen. They definitely complement  each other 
with Sampson's happy-go-lucky personality and 
Zephyr's safety-first attitude. If they were people, 
Sampson would be the varsity athlete and Zephyr 
would be Yale-bound. Both dogs have their Canine 

Rachel and Steuart & 
Sampson and Zephr 

Photography by Kat Gebauer; Green Kat Photography

weddings to woof about   



Good Citizen certification and help to foster kittens 
regularly from our local humane society. 

What was your favorite part of your 
wedding…your dogs’ favorite part?
Steuart's favorite part was when we were eating 
dinner. We had our own table, and our coordinator 
made sure we had time to actually sit and eat. So 
we had a moment to talk to  each other and take 
everything in. We had lots of friends and family that 
came from so many different states, so we arranged 
the dinner tables in a way that our  guests would 
be with some people they already knew and some 
new people. Our plan was successful because after 
meeting at the wedding, many of our guests are still 
hanging out with each other.
My favorite part of the wedding had to be watch-
ing everybody come together. It was amazing to have 
all of our closest friends and family travel so far to 
celebrate our special day with us. It was also amazing 
for me to see Steuart looking so handsome in a kilt 
and listen to the beautiful words by our dear friend 
Dana who performed the ceremony. 
Sampson's  favorite part of the wedding seemed to 

be his cufflinks. They became a toy half-way through 
the ceremony! Zephyr thoroughly enjoyed the treats 
she received from my brother during the ceremony 
and sticking her face in the flowers lining the aisle 
This also happened to be a highlight for our guests!  

Extras? 
It was snowing/hailing in town the day of our 
wedding while the pouring rain on the mountain 
was accompanied by lots of thunder and lightning. 
But as soon as Steuart started to walk down the aisle, 
the clouds parted and the sun came out. Our motto 
that day became "Love, Rain or Shine!" We took our 
mountain bikes up to the summit on the Monday 
after the wedding and rode down Big Mountain in 
wedding dress and kilt. That's surely an experience 
we'll never forget. 
Who helped with your wedding?
Kat Gebauer of Green Kat Photography did the 
photos. Our flowers were by Mum’s Flowers, and 
the cake was made by Cakes by Debi. Whitefish 
Mountain Resort (Chef Ben) did the catering. All of 
the details were pulled together by our coordinators 
Kelly Medler and Sarah Knuckles.
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Written by Dr. Jim Thompson, DVM (Whitefish Animal Hospital)

So I’ve been getting a lot of grief lately 

from some of the readers of 406 Bark. I 

should have known it was coming. It was 

only a matter of time. What about cats? 

What’s wrong with our feline pets? This, 

of course, is a loaded question so I’ve 

been falling back on the easiest, non-

confrontational answer; “It’s called 406 

Bark!” Obviously this gets me nowhere 

and the question would still stand. Today 

at work the techs and I tried to do a 

little brainstorming on the concept but 

decided 406 Meow just didn’t have the 

marketing power. We then tried to figure 

out how to spell the sound we hear when 

our feline patients tell us what they think 

of their visit to our office, but couldn’t 

come up with the right letters. The closet 

we got was 406 #*@&^%!

In reality, we really need to consider the 
feline species in our discussions. Recent 
surveys show cats outnumber dogs in this 
country. Estimates are there are 86 million 
cats as compared to 78 million dogs. It was 

actually fun researching these figures as it 
soon expanded beyond the numbers issue. 
Of course there were plenty of the cats-
rule, dogs- drool websites expounding on 
the feline advantage. But what I found most 
interesting was an article from Psychology 
Today describing the differences between 
cat people and dog people. I have to admit 
I think generally they were right on in their 
assessments. But since I figure I’m gonna 
be skewered by many after this article, I’ve 
decided I’d better keep my descriptions 
and opinions to myself.

In general, I have to say that based on the 
article I’m probably more of a dog person. 
But what do they know? I think cats are 
great. In fact, at one point I had 4 cats. Mag-
gie, acquired by marriage, was a sweet little 
Calico but a Calico nonetheless. If you’re a 
cat person, you know exactly what that 
means. Buddy, on the other hand, was my 
first feline. He was given to me by someone 
who really thought I needed a cat. He was 
great, but boy was he dumb!  I found out lat-
er there may have been a reason for his lack 
of intelligence. Apparently he was found in 
a dumpster covered with fleas. When they 
got him to the vet’s office, they found he 
was so low in blood that they “borrowed” 
some blood from a cat they were spaying. 

The little guy got a blood transfusion at 2 
weeks of age and survived.

My favorite cat was Tater. Her story began 
when my wife Robyn, also a vet, picked her 
up on the side of the road on her way to 
work. Tater had been hit by a car and was 
just a mess. I remember the comment that 
night when she got home. “She’s the ugli-
est cat but I couldn’t leave her there.” Three 
months later after 3 surgeries, including 
losing a kidney, the conversation changed. 
“She’s such a cute little girl.” Reading the 
writing on the wall and being a good new-
lywed husband, my correct response was 
“of course bring her home.” 

And of course this article wouldn’t be com-
plete if it didn’t have a story about a Mon-
tana cat (remember this is 406 Bark or 406 
#*@&^%).  The first 3 all came from Arizo-
na but then there was Dice. Dice showed up 
on our door step one day. He looked like… 
well you know. For 6 months throughout a 
very cold winter, we would catch periodic 
glimpses of the black and white cat but as 
soon as we touched the door, he was gone. 
At the time there was a family of raccoons 
hanging around the house but once Dice 
showed up, they disappeared. I really think 
he chased them off; he was pretty ornery. 

Happy Tails to You



Finally, one day that spring, I got the call. 
“Got’em.” He must have figured he’d give us 
a try, as that morning he just stood there as 
if to say “pick me up, I’m coming in.”

Unlike his Arizona counterparts, Dice was 
definitely no city bred cat. Once we got him 
to the office, we realized the cat came with 
baggage. The side of his face was a mess of 
wounds, scars and broken teeth. X rays re-
vealed multiple bullet fragments through-
out the skull and to top it all off, the little 
guy was positive for feline aids. This cat had 
been around!

Needless to say, once again after multiple 
surgeries and months of care, another 
cat moved in. It actually was an amazing 
transformation. Dice loved it and lived quite 
a few more years in a warm house with lots 
of food and love. Despite that though, he 
did retain one bad habit. I wrote earlier 
that overall I think cats are great, but I’m 
probably more of a dog person (remember 
Psychology Today). It seemed Dice had 
other ideas. Every time I lay down on the 
couch, Dice would jump up on my chest, 

close his eyes and start purring. He never 
did this with anyone else, and quite a few 
times we would have a discussion on proper 
etiquette and inform him there were better 
chests to be had. Despite my persistence, 
Dice (to the day he died) never changed. 
Dang cat knew exactly what he was doing!

Dr. Jim Thompson, DVM
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“How I Met My 

True Love”

real love stories from 

real dogs    their humans+

Sometimes it truly is love at first sight. It certainly was for Nancy O’Kelly 

and Cooper! They met when Cooper was just 7 days old. Nancy’s 

husband, Dick, got a call from a friend who had heard about a lit-

ter of puppies in Woods Bay. Dick suggested that they “just go take 

a look,” also adding “you can pick any one!” They arrived to meet 

6 one-week-old puppies, and one puppy immediately opened his 

eyes and gazed at Nancy. “It was love at first sight!”

Cooper, also known as “Mini-Coop” or “Mr. 
Cooper,” is an absolutely adorable, spunky 
11-year-old Rough Coat Jack Russel Terrier. 
He is fairly well known in the Valley, as he’s 
been a fixture at his Mom’s store in Bigfork, 
Nancy O’s Interiors, for years. When Cooper’s 
not working, he often can be found jogging 
leash-free alongside his Dad on his bicycle. 
This morning ritual is about a mile round-
trip down to the boat launch on the Flathead 
River and back. Cooper loves his daily dip in 
the river and Dick said, “Running is really 
what keeps him young.”

When asked about Cooper’s best friends, 
Nancy said his current “bestie” is Faith, a 
2-year-old Labradoodle who he plays relent-
lessly with. She laughed and said, “When 
Faith’s Mom, my friend, comes over without 
Faith, Cooper is terribly depressed!” One of 
his other best friends was a rabbit…yes, a 
rabbit! A rabbit showed up at their house 
some years ago, and they became best buds. 
Cooper would alert Nancy when the rabbit 
was at the door, and out he’d go so they could 
chase each other around the yard. One day 
the rabbit showed up limping and then died 
in their yard. Cooper nudged his friend a bit 
and stayed by its side for a few hours. Nancy 
said, “I really think his rabbit friend stopped 
by to say goodbye. They really loved each 
other.”

Nancy has had dogs her entire life. “What 
is amazing to me about dogs is that they 
are so unconditional. No matter what mood 

you’re in, they’re there and make you joyful. 
Joy lasts a lot longer than happy. And every 
time I see my dog, I’m joyful!” When Nancy 
broke her ankle, Cooper never left her side 
and knew exactly where to lay on the bed so 
he wouldn’t hurt her. Again she said, “He kept 
me full of joy during a difficult time.”

Her store, Nancy O’s Interiors, is chalk-full 
of wonderful finds from home furnishings, 
gifts, jewelry and more. There are fun goods 
at every price point. In fact, I walked out 
with some little inexpensive “perfect gifts” 
for a few of my friends! I think it is one of 
the nicest gift shops in the Valley and defi-
nitely worth visiting if you love unique, fun 
finds. She also carries a great array of things 
for pet-lovers including funny cards, framed 
prints, tea towels, travel mugs, décor pil-
lows, entry mats and more. My favorite was 
the pillow case that says “I sleep with dogs!” 
About her pet products, Nancy said “I love my 
dog so much. I’d go to market and see all of 
these wonderful things for pet lovers. As we 
grow older, our kids have gone…so why not 
celebrate our best friends?” In addition to 
running her store, Nancy also offers interior 
design and home staging services.

And regardless of what hat she is wearing at 
any given time, Cooper is usually right next to 
her if he’s not out jogging with his Dad! I think 
we all love “love at first sight” stories! Thanks 
so, much, Nancy and Cooper, for sharing your 
wonderful story with Match.dog!



While in high school, my dad and I had Newfoundland show dogs, one of which went 
on to win Best of Breed at the Westminster Kennel Club Newfoundland National Spe-
cialty show. That was 60 years ago, so what a joy to relive one’s youth with this new family 
member. He joined us at 7 weeks of age and now at 7 months and 115 pounds, he has truly 
been life changing.

As a result of him joining our family, we now know the joy of visiting the WAG dog park, 
taking long walks along the river meeting new people, watching the back yard redesigned 
by his large paws and all the other joys a puppy brings to life.  He knows nothing but love!

Shad is maturing into a true "Gentle Giant" and even though he is part St. Bernard, he is 
manifesting as a beautifully conformed Newfie. We look forward to each day to see what 
he will do next!

7-Month-Old Newfoundland

Shadow (Shad)

Loved by Don Anderson & Violet Ask-Young

When I took Dutchess home from the shelter, she was so frightened that she would wet 
if anyone petted her. She wouldn't enter a room if the door was not fully open. I got on all 
fours with her and taught her how to open doors herself…now she's a real pro!  

We are so close now that she goes everywhere with me; to the grocery store, the tennis 
court when I give lessons, to work and even to my favorite bar! She sits on her own stool 
and engages freely. On the train she takes the window seat and looks out at the world.

Dutchess has come so far now that she even stops at stop lights, stop signs and street cor-
ners to get my directions. No leash or collar for her. She finds that undignified!  

Dutchess is a constant source of laughter and never ceases to amaze me with her intel-
ligence. I have to spell a lot of words around her at this point. If I mention "the park" or 
"swimming" or "ride," she takes that as her cue to herd me toward the door!

Our lives have changed completely since finding each other. We are a team in the truest 
and most caring sense. She is simply the best friend I have ever had! Thank you, Dutchess, 
for all that you bring to my life! Your Best friend…Mitch

P.S. In the six years I have had Dutchess, she refuses to be photographed so I had to trick 
her to get these few. So cute!

7-Year-Old Border Collie/ Australian Shepherd

Dutchess 

Loved by Mitch Bouton
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Eat good food.
Drink good wine.

Celebrate good friends…
and your 4-legged friends are 

WELCOME on our patio…where you 
can SIT, STAY & share wonderful 

“tails” with friends.

- the 406bark~It place -

Pawsitively 
Perfect

Lynnie Evans / Owner
Certified Pet Care Technician

2960 US Highway 2 East  -  Evergreen
406-756-PAWS (7297)
www.pawsitivelypetskalispell.net

Your Ulti-mutt Stop for
Biscuits, Baths & Bedtime

Professional
Dog Grooming

Boarding &
Dog Daycare

510 Wisconsin Avenue - Whitefish
(406) 862-6223
www.mcgarrysroadhouse.com

marketplace for artisans, eateries, merchants & more

Billyz Auto 
Detailing 

6070 Hwy. 93 South – Whitefish
Just South of Celebrate Events & 
Party Rentals (406) 885-0008           

Loyal pet-parents take their 
loyal pups on lots of car rides! 

We are experts when it comes 
to auto detailing, so you can enjoy 

that new car look & feel again!

Veteran Discounts

McGarry’s 
Roadhouse 

Dinner starting at 5 p.m. Tues. – Sat.

525 West Idaho - Kalispell
(406) 752-2602
advisor@faucetsnfixtures.net

Decorative Plumbing &
Hardware Showroom

Direct Buying, Idea Inspiring, 
Industry Leading Dedicated 

Product Experts 
Est. 1987

Faucets n’ 

Fixtures

ALL DOGS NEED A GOOD HOME!
Brandon Langel

Realtor
Known for finding pups & their peeps 

wonderful new homes here in the Valley!
1380 Wisconsin Avenue                                    
The Lodge at Whitefish Lake 
Brandon@purewestmt.com
www.ComeHomeToMT.com 
Office: 406-862-4900 
Cell: 406-390-6676
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We brought home our 8-week German 
Shorthaired pup and for the first 3 days we 
walked her, played with her and fed her. And 
when she slept we just stared at her and argued 
about what we would name her. Sadly, that 
honeymoon phase wore off, and for the next 
week we were juggling our full time jobs, moving 
out of our house and taking care of a brand new 
puppy. We struggled to find a place for her to 
stay during the day while we were at work and 
also finding a place to live that allowed dogs. 
We were definitely in over our heads. 

I was so caught up in everything that I didn’t 
even have time to recognize that all this effort 
that was going into our puppy and into the 
rest of our responsibilities was leaving little 
energy at the end of the day to spend with my 
husband. This definitely caused moments of 
regret, wondering if this really was a bad idea 
in the end. Maybe it was, but after a few weeks 
we started to get into a routine. We quickly 
developed our individual responsibilities for 
the dog. She went from being the shiny new 
toy, to a large responsibility, to becoming one 
of the best parts of our everyday life! Sure, I 

still have moments wondering what we were 
thinking, especially now that she’s a little older 
and chewing on the middle of the carpet… but 
there are things I have learned and wouldn’t 
trade for anything.

Why is it that day in and day out your dog is 
so excited to see you? It’s as if they haven’t seen 
you in weeks when you only ran to the grocery 
store for an hour. You can have a terrible day, be 
a terrible owner and yet at the end of the day 
they are right there wagging their tail waiting 
for you to just glance over at them. There 
isn’t much that I would trade for that kind of 
unconditional love. Maybe there is something 
I’m supposed to be learning from this dog. 
Okay, yes…I probably shouldn’t spontaneously 
go pick up little puppies. But I think it’s the 
simple things. That the stresses from work, 
families and life can all be put on the back 
burner for a little while because at the end 
of the day it’s your loved ones that are there 
waiting out the stresses and storms with you. 
And I suppose that’s what it’s all about. Thank 
you, little puppy (a.k.a. Remi), for bringing me 
back to reality.

Mikyla & Justin Jenson both work for Dr. John 
Miller (DDS) at Columbia Falls Family Dental 
Center each summer while on break from studying 
at Brigham Young University in Rexford, Idaho.

By Mikyla Jensen
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For weeks I told my husband that there was no way we were getting a dog. Don't get me wrong. I love dogs, but I 
also knew how much work they were. I promised myself that until we were in a house with a fence and settled that 
it just wasn't a good idea. Well, I guess you could say that I caved. I suppose I set myself up for failure when I told 
him that I would just go "look" at the puppy. Next thing I knew we were driving home with our puppy on my lap…
no kennel, no puppy food, nothing…thinking to ourselves how funny it was going to be to surprise our families! 

Live Life with a wag
Inspiring thoughts & stories  from our readers…
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1011 US Highway 2 West - Kalispell
Located by Michael’s Exxon
across from the Fairgrounds

Auto Mutt Dog & Car Wash has 
a carpet shampooer, vacuums 

& a fragrance machine. 

Self-serve dog wash offers a 
custom station with a

ramp so you can bath your 
dog on your level!

IF YOU’RE OUT CATTING AROUND
AT 1ST THURSDAY’S ART WALK… 
Be sure to stop in to meet our artists 

 & say hi to Remi, our shop dog!

July 7th - August 4th - 
September 1st - October 8th

305 Baker Avenue - Whitefish  
(406) 863-2787                                    
www.thewalkingmanframeshop.com  

102 Wisconsin Avenue - Whitefish
(406) 863-9895
www.piggybackbbq.com

Hart 
Jewelers 

Maranatha Pet & 
Home Sitting

Peace of Mind While You’re Away
Pet Care, House Cleaning & Much More
(406)407-4276 
www.MaranathaSitting.com   
Info@MaranathaSitting.com

Wes Hart – Master Goldsmith
Chauncey – Design Assistant

Getting Engaged?
Montana Sapphires are 

the NEW Diamond!
Stop by to see our collection of gorgeous 

sapphire rings. Or we can create a 
custom design especially for you.

711 Spokane Avenue   -  Whitefish
(406) 862-6252
www.HartJewelersWhitefish.com

Opens at 11:00 a.m. – 7 Days a Week
Downtown Bigfork
435 Bridge Street   
(406) 420-2170   

Southern BBQ
Homemade fried chicken to die for.

House-smoked brisket & pulled pork.
Featuring our very own Dawg 

House BBQ sauces.
Amazing assortment of 
mouth-watering sides.

DOGS ARE WELCOME ON OUR PATIO!

PAW-FRIENDLY PATIO 
The Only Authentic Pit BBQ 

Restaurant in Whitefish!
Open Daily from 7 a.m.

Breakfast - Dine-In - Take-Out - Catering
Classic Home-Cooked BBQ

Craft Beers & Wine

Kiska’s By The Lake
Fabulous Dining in Bigfork

Bonded, Insured & 
Background Verification

Automatic Car Wash & Self-Serve 
Bays Open 24 Hours

Self-Serve Dog Wash Open 6 a.m.–10 p.m.

$3 Off Any Automatic
Car Wash

Enter Code 123116 
at time of payment.

Offer Expires 12/31/16
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Paid for by MFTPL, 
Bill Leaphart, Treasurer
montanatrapfree.org
PO Box 8754, Missoula, MT 59807

2141 US Highway 2 East - Kalispell
(406) 257-2083
evergreencompoundingpharmacy.com 

Veterinary Compounding 
 Working together with your 

veterinarian to help make 
medication a treat for your pets.

Custom Compound Prescriptions for
Dogs, Cats, Horses & Other Livestock

Evergreen 

Compounding 

Pharmacy

Calm Animal Care 

Our staff is genuinely dedicated, 
compassionate & caring…

Veterinary Medicine, Diagnostics, 
Surgery & Dentistry

Acupuncture, Nutrition & 
Chiropractic Care

Located 10 Miles West of Kalispell
Serving the Entire Flathead Valley  Since 1984
481 Main Street – Kila
(406) 755-8214
www.CalmAnimalCare.com

What can chiropractic 
do for your pet? 

Where you’ll feel confident having us 
be the WATCH DOG of your 

stored possessions!
Lighting & Automatic Roll-Up Doors

(on some units)
Camera Security System

Keypad Enter/Exit – Digital Recorder
Personal, RV & Boat Storage Available

5375 Highway 2 West – Columbia Falls
(406) 892-8900
www.WindmillStorage.com
2.6 Miles North of Glacier Park 
International Airport

Windmill  Storage  & 

Bus iness  Park           

TRAP-FREE 

PUBLIC LANDS

YES!

VOTE FOR I-177

Whitefish 

Pottery

Handcrafted Dog & Kitty 
Treat Jars… Personalized Too!

 Beautiful Pottery from 
Regional Artisans

Wonderful Montana Artwork…

Simply a really special store for all!
240 Central Avenue - Whitefish
(406) 862-1417
www.WhitefishPottery.com

Tom Wambeke
(406) 250-7787
www.WindowCleaning.com/Kalispell     

WE CLEAN WINDOWS
Muddy Paws + Wet Noses =
Smudged, Dirty Windows!

Awarded 2015 Best Window Cleaning
in Kalispell! Serving the entire 
Flathead Valley for 25 years.
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Silly Ideas
I came across True Touch on the internet recently and really don’t get 
it. They bill it as “the amazing 5-finger de-shedding glove” that mimics 
the loving touch of your hand for a relaxing massage. Regarding a 
massage, I really prefer the human touch. Regarding de-matting and 
shedding, please just send me to my salon. 
(www.buytruetouch.com)

doggy thoughts

flIpS + flopS
Editor’s Note: These are simply musings from Flip-Flop, an exuberant & 
opinionated shaggy dog. They are not any sort of product endorsement 
or “dis” by this publication or any member of our editorial team.  Just a 

bit about stuff she likes (Flips) and stuff she doesn’t (Flops)!

By Flip-Flop

Stupid Dog Toys
I think the most-stupid-ever dog toy 
award goes to the Vanderpump Bra Plush 
Toy! Though Lisa Vanderpump, the star 
of The Real Housewives of Beverly Hills, 
does amazing things for dog rescue & 
adoption, I think she needs to ramp up 
her design skills a bit. I mean, what self-
respecting dog wants to walk around 
with a bra hanging out of their mouth? 
(www.vanderpumppets.com)

Stuffed Pets
How fun is this? Cuddle Clones 
makes custom plush stuffed repli-
cas of your pet! All you have to do 
is send them a few photos, choose 
the ear & tail position and include 
any other distinguishing features. 
I’d like to order 5 of me, cause one 
can never have too many shaggy 
dogs! (www.cuddleclones.com)

Great Dog Toys
Though I think tennis balls…yes, simple bright green tennis balls, would 
probably win the most universally-loved dog toy in the world, there 
are a lot of other great ones out there. Though I don’t really play with 
toys (I only chase dogs who chase tennis balls), a few of my friends at 
the dog park told me that they really love West Paw Design’s toys…
especially those from the “The Big Sky Dog Toys” collection. 
(www.westpawdesign.com)

Funny Ideas
Pet Sweeps…how funny is this? No, it’s not really an innovative new 
cleaning product, but rather just an empty box with nothing in it that is 
shrink wrapped for your protection! The idea is that you put people’s 
real gift inside the empty box to make gift-giving more fun. As their 
website states, “These are top-quality, American made boxes covered 
in some seriously funny sh#t and will provide much needed entertain-
ment for the next party you're dragged to.” 
(www.prankpack.com)

Robotic Pets
Stuffed, plush animals are one thing…at least you can cuddle with 
them. But a robot dog? Meet Aibo created by Sony. When the original 
5,000 “dogs” went up for sale, 3,000 were sold in Japan in under 20 
minutes along with another 2,000 in 4 days in the US! What the heck. 
This is really odd to me. Why wouldn’t these peeps just go to a shelter 
and get a real dog? (www.sony-aibo.com)




